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2021 Saint Paul Winter Carnival - Traditions with a Twist
The 2021 Saint Paul Winter Carnival will be held January 28 – February 7. This will be the festival’s 135 th
anniversary further fortifying the fact that it is the oldest winter festival in the United States.
Changes have been made to accommodate protocols related to COVID-19 while still making it possible
for the community to celebrate and embrace winter. Although, the Carnival will be different than in years
past, it is sure to still be legendary.
“The Winter Carnival was created in 1886 to show the world how Saint Paul embraces winter,” says Deb
Schaber, President and CEO of the Saint Paul Festival and Heritage Foundation, the producers of the
Carnival. “We believe we’ve created a schedule of events for our 135 th anniversary that our Carnival creators
would be proud of and our current day fans can enjoy safely. The majority of our 2021 events will be held
outdoors and all will abide by COVID-19 required protocols such as social distancing and mask wearing.”
Some of Winter Carnival’s annual events have been revised or removed due to the pandemic (for example,
no parades this year.). However, we’ve spun new twists on signature events, created virtual opportunities,
and provided activities to get people outdoors and exploring our great City of Saint Paul. There will still be
plenty of safe, fun, and affordable entertainment opportunities for all ages!
What’s new? We’re producing an event that combines two treasured, traditional events with a twist: our
Drive-Thru Ice and Snow Sculpture Park at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds. Each day during
Carnival, guests will be able to enjoy brilliant ice carvings and spectacular snow sculptures as they drive
through the fairgrounds in the comfort of their cozy car.
Highlights of our 2021 schedule of events include (details inside):
• NEW: Saint Paul Scavenger Hunt – Getting folks outside to explore Saint Paul parks, landmarks,
and attractions – daily starting Jan. 28
• NEW: Crafted: A Winter Carnival Craft Drink Experience using our passport to local breweries,
distilleries, and artisan coffee shops – daily January 15 – Feb. 14
• Winter Carnival Ice Fishing Contest – January 1 through February 7
• Securian Financial Winter Run (in-person and virtual) – Saturday, January 30
• Virtual Winter Carnival Family Days – Saturday, January 30 and Saturday, February 6
• Winter Carnival Puzzle Competitions – In-Person (January 30) and Virtual (January 31)
• Saint Paul Hotel Hot Cocoa Drive-Up – Saturday, January 30
• Frozen Family Fun Night – Thursday, February 4
We look forward to working with you to tell great stories of this 2021 Saint Paul Winter Carnival!
Gratefully,

Deb

Molly

Deb Schaber
President & CEO
Saint Paul Festival & Heritage Foundation
651-223-7401

Molly Mulvehill Steinke
Media Relations Director
Nemer Fieger
612-309-1677
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2021 Saint Paul Winter Carnival Schedule of Events*
The 135th Saint Paul Winter Carnival will be held Thursday, Jan. 28 through Sunday, Feb. 7, 2021
in and around Saint Paul, Minn. This year, the “Coolest Celebration on Earth™” will feature
traditional favorites and new attractions to entertain people of all ages.
For the most current information, please visit wintercarnival.com or visit our social channels.

Pre-Winter Carnival
Ice Fishing Competition

January 1 – February 7
Minnesota anglers! Prepare your tackle and join us for this month-long fishing tournament. It is a
digital contest using your photos through the FishDonkey mobile app. Prizes will be awarded in a
variety of categories. We’re getting the whole state involved as eligible fish can come from any
public waters in Minnesota. Don’t forget to wear your Winter Carnival button in the photo as one
buttoned-up winner will be randomly recognized as a Winter Carnival Super Fan.
Prizes will be awarded to the top anglers in 10 categories including King of Winter Largest Walleye;
Largest Northern Pike, Bass, Crappie, Sunfish, Perch, and Wildcard (any other fish); and the Pan
Fish Triple Play (1 crappie, 1 sunny, and 1 perch).
Kids 12 and under are welcome to enter any fish for the chance to win cool prizes.
Cost is $10 per entry which benefits the Saint Paul Winter Carnival. Participation details are on
www.wintercarnival.com.
NEW: CRAFTED: A Winter Carnival Craft Drink Experience
January 15–February 14
It’s time to get ‘crafty’ with the Winter Carnival! This January and February, we’re supporting local
businesses with the brand-new CRAFTED: A Winter Carnival Craft Drink Experience. We’ve
developed an exclusive drink passport program to help you discover specially crafted Winter
Carnival drinks at local breweries, artisan coffee shops, restaurants and more throughout Saint
Paul and the east metro.
Each participating location will offer an exclusive onsite discount to passport users and each
stamp you receive will help you enter to win cool prizes. Find out how to get involved at
www.wintercarnival.com.
Fire & Ice: Winter Carnival Art Show
Beginning January 9 through February 21
AZ Gallery, in conjunction with the Saint Paul Winter Carnival, is excited to present the fifth
annual Fire & Ice Winter Carnival Art Show. The show will be held at AZ Gallery (308 Prince St
in the Northern Warehouse Building) and is meant to celebrate Minnesota artists during the
nation’s oldest and largest celebration of winter. AZ Gallery Hours are Saturday and Sunday
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
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Drive-Thru Ice and Snow Sculpture Park
at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds
Combining two signature Winter Carnival events – the Ice Carving Competition and the Snow
Sculpture Contest – the new Drive-Thru Ice and Snow Sculpture Park experience will take place
each day of the Carnival, January 28 – February 7, 2021. Ticket prices start at $20 per vehicle.
Ticket sales benefit the Saint Paul Festival & Heritage Foundation, the non-profit membership
organization that produces “The Coolest Celebration on Earth™.
Each general admission vehicle pass includes a UCare or Xcel Energy Swag Bag filled with
goodies plus a chance to win prizes through ‘I Spy’ BINGO and the opportunity to buy treats
along the way. Through the Winter Carnival app you can download at the entrance, you’ll be
able to participate in Winter Carnival Trivia, presented by Securian Financial. Have a favorite
sculpture? Let us know in the “Ice Your Vote Contest” sponsored by Soapy Joe’s Car Wash.
Most days will have a special theme reflected by the contents of the VIP Package goody bags.
•

Friday, Jan. 29 and Friday, Feb. 5 - Northern Soda Days
o Guests will receive a four-pack of Northern Soda, koozies, and twisty straws!

•

Saturday, Jan. 30 – Crayola Experience Family Day
o The colorful contents of this goody bag include two passes to Crayola Experience
Mall of America, activity packs, two GoGo squeeZ pouches, and other snacks.

•

Sunday, Jan. 31 – National Hot Chocolate Day
o Bring a thermos of hot water and mix up some fresh hot chocolate for your drive
with this goody package. You’ll receive two mugs, hot chocolate mix, and
Milkman chocolate milk.

•

Tuesday, Feb. 2 – THE CROODS: A NEW AGE Day
o To celebrate the release of THE CROODS: A NEW AGE on 4K, Digital and DVD,
goody bags will include a movie snack pack including popcorn and candy, plus
cool Croods swag.
o
Thursday, Feb. 4 – Saint Paul Saints Day
o Commemorate the hometown team’s Triple-A affiliate distinction with two new
Saints caps. Along the route, you’ll be entertained by the team’s ushertainers and
you may even spot the infamous Mudonna!

•

•

Saturday, Feb. 6 – Minnesota Twins Day
o Tip your hat to the AL Central Division Champions with one of the two Twins
beanies you’ll receive in this day’s goody bag.
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Busses will be welcome on Wednesday, Feb. 3 from 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. This opportunity was
created for group home residents and members of other organizations to be able to get out and
enjoy the festivities together. Access is limited and groups must be pre-approved. The
application may be found on the Drive-Thru page of the Winter Carnival website
(www.wintercarnival.com).
As in years past, the Vulcans will manage the snow sculptures, courtesy of City, County Credit
Union and their team of volunteers. On select days, you will also get to meet members of the
Vulcan Krewe, the Winter Carnival Royal Family, and the Klondike Kates!
WHAT:

Saint Paul Winter Carnival Drive-Thru Ice and Snow Sculpture Park

WHEN:

January 28 – February 7, 2021
Mondays – Thursdays
4 – 9:30 p.m.
Fridays
12 – 10 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays
9 a.m. – 10 p.m.

WHERE:

Minnesota State Fairgrounds
Enter off Como Avenue. Event entrance is on the Ecolab Welcome Lot (Midway)

TICKETS:

To purchase tickets, visit www.wintercarnival.com
Proceeds benefit the Saint Paul Festival & Heritage Foundation
General Admission:
$20 per vehicle (plus service fee)
Includes access for one vehicle plus UCare or Xcel Energy swag bag
Vulcan Torchlight Night – Feb. 6:
$35 per vehicle (plus service fee)
Includes access for one vehicle after 5:30 p.m. on Feb. 6, plus one swag bag.
VIP Admission:
$35 per vehicle (plus service fee)
Includes VIP lane access for one vehicle, a Winter Carnival ice scraper,
an exclusive theme package, and one UCare or Xcel Energy swag bag
filled with goodies.
Bus Admission – Feb. 3:
$50 per vehicle (plus service fee)
10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. (must be pre-approved)

INFO:

https://www.wintercarnival.com/faqs-drive-thru/

2020 Ice and Snow Winners
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Daily Through Carnival
Saint Paul Scavenger Hunt
Get ready for an exciting adventure around the City of Saint Paul. Winter Carnival fans will be
able to take part in three different scavenger hunts, each of which will allow folks to have some
socially distanced fun while learning about the great City of Saint Paul.
Hunts will be available on the Goosechase app starting on January 28. Visit our website for
more details and to register your team! Space is limited so sign up early.
1.

St Paul PARK-emon Go (Family-Friendly)
Description: Did you know there are over 150 parks in the City of Saint Paul? Whether
you’re a frequent Saint Paul Parks visitor or have yet to visit, this outdoor and nature
focused hunt is for you! In partnership with the St. Paul Parks Conservancy and
presented by 21st Century Bank, we’ll dig deeper into the capital city’s expansive parks
system and explore the unique history and attractions within several parks. All ages are
welcome, as this family-friendly hunt will keep you entertained for hours!

2.

Saint Paul Past & Present, A Trip Into Its History and Notable Landmarks
Description: What was going on in Saint Paul hundreds of years ago? When was Saint
Paul founded? What unique buildings is Saint Paul known for? Answers to these
questions and more during our Saint Paul Past & Present hunt, where you’ll learn all
about what makes our capital city unique. Whether you’re a Saint Paul history buff or
wanting to learn more, you’ll enjoy the historical trip you’re about to take on this hunt.

3.

Shop, Dine, & Play, Your Guide to Saint Paul Fun & Attractions
Description: We’ll take the planning off your hands and be your tour guide for the day.
Our Saint Paul Fun & Attractions hunt will lead you to popular businesses, local dining
establishments and entertaining venues within the capital city! Test your skills at winning
the grand prize, all while visiting exciting and tasty establishments. Get ready for a trip
around the city that’s been carefully planned out for you.

NEW: Daily Saint Paul Winter Carnival History Lessons
In commemoration of the 135th anniversary, organizers will provide a Saint Paul Winter Carnival
history lesson via social media and member newsletters. Content will include historical
backgrounders, trivia questions, vintage photos and videos. Daily topics will include:
Thursday, Jan. 28
Friday, Jan. 29
Saturday, Jan. 30
Sunday, Jan. 31
Monday, Feb. 1
Tuesday, Feb. 2
Wednesday, Feb. 3
Thursday, Feb. 4
Friday, Feb. 5
Saturday, Feb. 6

The origins of the first Winter Carnival
The Royal Legend – King Boreas, Aurora Queen of Snows, and
their Courts through the years
We love a Grande Day Parade!
Our coolest creations – the Ice Carvings and Snow Sculptures
We love to play outside in the winter! Winter Carnival Sporting Events
More ways we played – more Winter Carnival Sporting Events
Winter Carnival buttons
Signature Events
Ice Palaces
The tradition of the Vulcan Victory Torchlight Parade and Overthrow of Boreas

To become a member and receive these informative and entertaining daily newsletters, please
visit www.spfhf.org/member. The Saint Paul Festival and Heritage Foundation relies on its
members to support the year-round work of the foundation and to keep the Winter Carnival
going for another 135 years!
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Thursday, January 28
Blood Drive
Kicking off Carnival with the community in mind, the Saint Paul Winter Carnival will host a blood
drive on the first day. Join the Winter Carnival Senior Royalty.
Schedule your donation by visiting RedCrossBlood.org and enter “StPaulWinterCarnival” or call
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).
This blood drive will be held at White Bear Country Inn located at 4940 Highway 61 North in
White Bear Lake.

Saturday, January 30
Winter Carnival Puzzle Competitions – In-Person
We’ve pieced together a new way for people to participate in the enormously popular Winter
Carnival Puzzle Contest. The traditional Saint Paul Winter Carnival Puzzle Contest, known as
the nation’s largest, will take place in-person and socially distanced at Landmark Center on the
morning of Saturday, January 30. This year’s puzzle art was designed by popular local artist,
Adam Turman. Turman also designed our 135th anniversary buttons.
On Sunday, a virtual puzzle contest will be conducted via Zoom. See “January 31” for details.
Securian Financial Winter Run
Another Carnival tradition and Foundation fundraiser, the Securian Financial Winter Run, will
take place on Saturday, Jan. 30 with a 5K around Lake Phalen. Runners can also participate
virtually with 5K, 10K and a Half Marathon. Register at www.wintercarnival.com
Virtual Winter Carnival Family Day
For both Saturdays during Carnival, families can gather ‘round their computers and smart TVs in
the comfort and safety of their homes to participate in our Family Day activities. Each day’s
schedule will be filled with entertaining performances, educational seminars, arts and crafts
lessons, storytelling sessions, and much more. This content will go live on our website,
Facebook page, and YouTube channel and then be available for “re-runs” forever.
Saint Paul Hotel Hot Cocoa Drive-Up
The historic hotel and longtime Winter Carnival partner is bringing their traditional hot cocoa
event outdoors. From noon to 3 p.m., drive-up and grab a cup of chocolatey goodness cookies
and rice crispy bars on your way to Winter Carnival festivities .
2021 Winter Carnival Orchid Show
Hundreds of orchid plants owned by the Marjorie McNeely Conservatory, as well as individual
members of the Orchid Society of Minnesota, affiliated orchid societies and commercial orchid
growers, will transform the Conservatory into a tropical wonderland during the 47 th annual
Winter Carnival Orchid Show. For more information, visit https://comozooconservatory.org/.
Virtual Klondike Kate Cabaret
Fans of the Mistresses of Song & Merriment will be able to watch this year’s Klondike Kate
Cabaret from the comfort and safety of their home. The show will be posted on the Winter
Carnival’s Facebook page and YouTube channel beginning at 10 a.m. Join us and support the
talented Kates as they celebrate their 50th anniversary in stories and song.
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Sunday, January 31
Winter Carnival Puzzle Competitions –Virtual
We’ve pieced together a new way for people to participate in the enormously popular Winter
Carnival Puzzle Contest. Today, a virtual puzzle contest will be conducted via Zoom. Teams will
be able to compete against each other remotely and in the comfort of their own homes.
2021 Winter Carnival Orchid Show
Hundreds of orchid plants owned by the Marjorie McNeely Conservatory, as well as individual
members of the Orchid Society of Minnesota, affiliated orchid societies and commercial orchid
growers, will transform the Conservatory into a tropical wonderland during the 47 th annual
Winter Carnival Orchid Show. For more information, visit https://comozooconservatory.org/.

Thursday, February 4
Frozen Family Fun Night
Bundle up the kids and join us outside to embrace winter! This is an all-ages event at Keg and Case
Market (928 7th St W, St Paul) from 5 – 8 p.m. The evening will include entertaining performances,
visits by snow princesses, a bonfire, and family-friendly activities. The Winter Carnival Junior Royalty
Court and other special guests will stop by to join the fun.

Friday, February 5
White Bear Lake BEAR’ly Open
BEAR’ly open is a perfect outdoor Minnesota winter activity, golfing on ice! Enjoy a realistic,
outdoor golf course on a frozen White Bear Lake while supporting a great cause, the White Bear
Area Food Shelf. This will be a socially distanced event for the public on February 5 and 6 from
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. More information at www.bearlyopen.org.

Saturday, February 6
Virtual Winter Carnival Family Day
On this second Saturday of Carnival, families can gather ‘round their computers and smart TVs
in the comfort and safety of their homes to participate in our Family Day activities. Each day’s
schedule will be filled with entertaining performances, educational seminars, arts and crafts
lessons, storytelling sessions, and much more. This content will go live on our website,
Facebook page, and YouTube channel and then be available for “re-runs” forever.
2021 Virtual Doggie Depot
Union Depot’s 2021 Doggie Depot is going virtual! Enjoy your favorite paw-some activities like
the crowning of the Canine King & Queen, giveaways, virtual marketplace, interviews with pet
experts and Doga (Dog Yoga), all from the comfort of your own home! Visit uniondepot.org for
more information.
White Bear Lake BEAR’ly Open
BEAR’ly open is a perfect outdoor Minnesota winter activity, golfing on ice! Enjoy a realistic,
outdoor golf course on a frozen White Bear Lake while supporting a great cause, the White Bear
Area Food Shelf. This will be a socially distanced event for the public from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
More information at www.bearlyopen.org.
For the most current information and up-to-date calendar of events,
please visit www.wintercarnival.com.
*Schedule subject to change.
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2021 Saint Paul Winter Carnival Buttons
Designed by Adam Turman

Help the Saint Paul Festival & Heritage Foundation continue to produce and manage the “Coolest
Celebration on Earth™” by purchasing a Saint Paul Winter Carnival button. Button sales are Carnival’s
largest fundraiser.

To celebrate this 135th anniversary in fun and colorful style, the organizers of the Saint Paul Winter
Carnival recruited an artist known for his fun and colorful style to design the buttons: Adam Turman.
Turman is a popular artist, muralist, and screenprinter from Minneapolis whose bold style offers
colorful takes on beloved landmarks and the great outdoors.
The four designs and Turman’s inspiration for each:
•

Seven Hills – honoring the seven hills of Saint Paul, Turman breaks the State of Minnesota into
seven sections with each featuring a favorite winter activity.

•

Saint Paul Skyline - two kids are having fun building snow creations in Carnival’s hometown,
one is an elaborate interpretation of the Winter Carnival logo and one is a simple snowman –
but they are both having fun! The Minnesota State Fairgrounds archway signifies the site of the
new Drive-Thru Ice & Snow Sculpture Park taking place during the 2021 Winter Carnival.

•

Carnival Kings – King Boreas and Vulcanus Rex are racing on Scorpion snowmobiles made in
Crosby, Minnesota

•

Klondike Kate & Kid – Kate is on a toboggan reminiscent of the one from Turman’s childhood.
The youngster on the saucer is a nod to one of his favorite movies, “Christmas Vacation” with
Chevy Chase.

The price is $5 for one and $19 for the collector’s pack of all four images. Buttons are at CUB
Foods, SPIRE Credit Union, select area retailers, and on the Carnival website, wintercarnival.com.
The sale of the commemorative buttons is the largest fundraiser for the Saint Paul Festival and
Heritage Foundation, the non-profit membership organization that manages and produces the Saint
Paul Winter Carnival.
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135 Years of Saint Paul Winter Carnival:
From ‘unfit for human habitation’ to the
Coolest Celebration on Earth™
The 135th Saint Paul Winter Carnival will be held Thursday, Jan. 28 through Sunday, Feb. 7, 2021 in
and around Saint Paul, Minn.
Since 1886, the Saint Paul Winter Carnival continues to bring family-friendly events and community
pride to Saint Paul and the Twin Cities metro area. The Saint Paul Winter Carnival is the oldest
winter festival in the United States. It predates the Tournament of Roses Festival by two years.
Several Eastern newspaper correspondents kindled the start of the Winter Carnival by visiting Saint
Paul in the fall of 1885 and returning home to report that Minnesota, in general, was another Siberia,
unfit for human habitation.
A group of business owners decided to retaliate by creating a wintertime festival which would
showcase all the beauty of Minnesota winters. They worked with the City of Montreal which already
had a winter carnival in place. Due to a smallpox epidemic which suspended the 1886 Montreal
Festival, Saint Paul lured Montreal’s ice palace architect, Alexander Hutchinson, to blueprint Saint
Paul’s first ice castle.
The castle was constructed on February 1, 1886 at a cost of $5,210 with a height of 106 feet. A
comparison to this first castle is the Pepsi Palace of 1992 with a cost of $1,900,000 and a height of
165 feet (a Guinness record).
The Winter Carnival legend was also adapted from Montreal traditions. The initial Winter Carnival
Legend was written by newspaper columnist Fran Madden in 1937. It has been updated and
tweaked since. The Saint Paul characters became King Boreas and the Queen of the Snows. The
mischievous Vulcan and his red-caped Krewe were created from the Germanic tradition of the
energy and disruption which springtime brings to the final days of winter.
Today, King Boreas and the Queen of the Snows rule over members of the Royal Family including
Boreas’s four brothers Titan, Euros, Zephyrus and Notos along with their four princesses, the Prime
Minister, the Royal Guards, as well as the Senior and Junior Royalty Courts. And, we can’t forget
that mistress of merriment and song, Klondike Kate.
Every Saint Paul Winter Carnival legend character is a volunteer. They each donate their time and
expense to serve as Ambassadors of the Carnival and the City of Saint Paul for the year of their
reign, and often beyond. During a normal year, Legend Characters make over 400 appearances to
local and national festivals, nursing homes, schools, charitable organizations, and hospitals.

The Saint Paul Winter Carnival is produced by the Saint Paul Festival & Heritage Foundation and is
funded by private donations and corporate contributions. The Board of Directors, supported by
hundreds of corporate and individual members, employs a small full-time staff to help plan this
community celebration.
It relies on sponsors, fundraisers, donations, charitable gaming, and foundation members to support
its year-round activities. The Carnival attracts more than 250,000 visitors a year and has an
approximate $3 – $5 million economic impact to the City of Saint Paul and the State of Minnesota.
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~The Royal Legend ~
A long, long time ago, Astraios, the god of Starlight, and Eos, the goddess of the Rosy Fingered
moon, were wed. The union was blessed with five sons: Boreas, Titan, Euros, Zephyrus and Notos.
As the eldest, Boreas was granted the title of “King of the Winds.”
As the “King of the Winds,” Boreas assigned to each of his brothers a permanent grant of great force
and power. To Titan was assigned the blustery North Wind. To Euros was granted control of the
irresponsible East Wind. To Zephyrus was given custody of the bountiful West Wind. To Notos was
presented the balmy but unstable South Wind. The brothers cavorted gaily over land and sea.
Boreas, while on his extensive travels, came upon a winter paradise known as Minnesota. He
paused to behold the enchanting beauty of a magnificent group of seven gently sloping hills in
whose embrace nestled a beautiful city. Boreas whistled in sheer ecstasy, “Historic Saint Paul and
her seven hills! An ideal place.
“I will make Saint Paul the capitol of all my domains. It will henceforth be emblazoned to the world as
the winter playground of the Realm of Boreas.”
Meanwhile, Vulcanus Rex, the god of Fire, and the implacable enemy of Boreas, crackled in defiant
disdain. “By the great sword of Mars, I will temper the blusterings of Boreas with the heat and roar of
my forces.” He was tireless in his bitter resistance to all the festivities of Boreas.
Undaunted, Boreas proclaimed a celebration in the spirit of gay Carnival. “So be it!” shouted Boreas,
“There will be a Carnival in old Saint Paul!” Boreas selected a Prime Minister to coordinate
preparations in all the Principalities, Provinces and Royal Houses within the realm of Saint Paul.
And so, for ten glorious days, there was Carnival and joyous celebration in Saint Paul — feasting,
dancing, fun and frolic reigned over by Boreas and the Queen of Snows, the fairest maiden of the
realm, along with the four Winds, who were each accompanied by a lovely Princess from the realm
of Boreas.
Klondike Kate, a lady of song and merriment, added her sassy but enchanting voice to the festivities
by singing songs of desire and sentiment.
Senior King Winter, Queen of the Northlands, and their court contributed goodwill and wisdom, while
Junior King Frost and Queen of the Snowflakes with their court add youthful exuberance to the
festival.
On the final day of celebration, Vulcanus Rex and his Krewe stormed the magnificent ice castle and
confronted the King’s Guard. Upon the good counsel of the Queen, Boreas bade farewell to the
people of his winter capitol in the interest of peace and goodwill and returned to dwell among the
gods of Olympus.
Boreas and his court looked forward to the time when summer’s warmth would once again relinquish
its hold on the realm and the frosty atmosphere of winter would prevail.
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2020-2021 Saint Paul Winter Carnival Legend Characters
Traditionally, the Saint Paul Winter Carnival Legend Characters make hundreds of appearances each
year representing the City across the state and the country by participating in parades, appearing at
charity events, and making visits to senior centers and schools.
Due to the pandemic, the 2020 Royal Family, Vulcans, and Klondike Kate did not have the chance
to practice their parade wave, meet new friends in the community, or travel to other festivals. So,
Boreas and his court, Vulcanus Rex and his Krewe, and Kate will all reign for another year.
We’d like to congratulate the Klondike Kates who are celebrating their 50 th year in 2021!
Royal Family
Boreas LXXXIII
Aurora, Queen of Snows
Prime Minister
Titan, Prince of the North Wind
North Wind Princess
East Wind Princess
Zephyrus, Prince of the West Wind
West Wind Princess
Notos, Prince of the South Wind
South Wind Princess
Captain of the Guard
Guard Sergeant
King’s Guard
King’s Guard
King’s Guard
King’s Guard
King’s Guard
Royal Coordinators

Darrin Johnson
Kirstin Knutson
Joseph Johnston
Michael Sawyer
Tiara Gowen
Aly Vogel
Dan Moran
Kara Wattunen
Ben Johnson
Lynnae Boe
Tom Kreuser
Christopher Schmitt
Mike Acciari
Sean Barrett
Patrick Bedford
Alex Diamond
Nick Rotter
Kat Christopherson (2020)/Gena Johnston Hughes (2021)

Klondike Kate

Shelley Pabst

Vulcan Krewe
Vulcanus Rex LXXXIII
Grand Duke Fertilious
Duke of Klinker (Prime Minister)
Count Embrious
Prince of Soot
Baron Hot Sparkus
Count of Ashes

Todd Miller
Gordon Carney
Michael Kickbush
Rob Murphy
Jeff Friend
Tim Diamond
Tim Koran

Junior Royalty
King Frost
Prince of Ice and Snow
Princess of Snow
Princess of Ice
Queen of the Snowflake

Jonathan Rowan
Noah Quiggle
Grace Westpfahl
Cadence Cooper
Lauren Foss

Senior Royalty
King Winter
Prime Minister
Princess of the Four Winds
Queen of the Northlands

Clayton Miller
Sherry Howe
Shirley Peterson
Kathie Arbogast
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THE ROYAL ORDER OF THE KLONDIKE KATES
CELEBRATE 50 FABULOUS – AND FEATHERY – YEARS

Klondike Kate #1 in 1971
Carol Carney

Klondike Kate #50 in 2020/21
Shelley Pabst

In 1971, the Saint Paul Jaycees held the first annual Klondike Kate contest. It was won by Carol
Carney, forever known thereafter as the First Klondike Kate of the Saint Paul Winter Carnival.
Every year since then, up to 10 women compete for this title, but only one is chosen. Shelley Pabst
was “sashed” as the 50th Klondike Kate in January 2020. She’ll continue her reign until 2022.
Our Klondike Kate is based off Kathleen Rockwell, the original “Klondike Kate.” She was a dancer
and vaudeville star during the Klondike Gold Rush of 1898. She had beauty, charm, and a man who
"done her wrong." She made her way across the mountains to Dawson City and gold fields around
the Yukon and Klondike Rivers, just as many others did during the Gold Rush.

Kathleen Rockwell a.k.a. “Klondike Kate”
Originally, the reigning Klondike Kate performed alone. But as years went by, the character of
Kate blossomed and became so flamboyant and dynamic that her presence was in great demand.
It then became a group effort so that many more appearance requests could be fulfilled. Former
Klondike Kates, who are members of the Royal Order of Klondike Kates, perform alongside the
new Kate to create memories. They are a sisterhood of women who love to perform and, by their
very presence, provide an open-armed welcome to Saint Paul visitors and locals alike. As their
saying goes, “Once a Kate, always a Kate!”
The Klondike Kates participate in an average of 15 parades during the summer months, appear
at various charity functions, and hold a Cabaret every year to showcase the newest Klondike
Kate. Today, the active members of the Royal Order of the Klondike Kates make over 100
appearances a year. For more information, visit www.klondikekates.org.
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36th Annual Securian Financial Winter Run
Saturday, January 30 – Or Pick Your Date!
Securian Financial Group embraces what Winter Carnival is all about - enjoying Saint Paul's great
outdoors, all year long. The Securian Financial Winter Run, a Carnival tradition and a Foundation
fundraiser, is marking its 36th year.
NEW this year, runners can run the 5K around Lake Phalen on Saturday, January 30 at 8:30 a.m.
OR participate virtually in the 5K, 10K or Half Marathon.
By participating in this race, runners support the continuation of Saint Paul's oldest and coolest
community events and traditions. Whether you choose to participate in our in-person 5K around a
wintery Lake Phalen or choose your own race date, location, and time, you'll enjoy an ultimate
running experience.
Due to Covid-19 guidelines, there will be a limit to in-person runners. Three race times will be
offered (8:30a.m. 10:30a.m. and 12:30p.m.) to divide up the participants for appropriate social
distancing. Races start at the Phalen Park Picnic Pavilion (1600 Phalen Dr, Saint Paul). Preregistration is required.
For more information and pre-registration for any of the races, please visit:
https://www.wintercarnival.com/events/securian-winter-run/
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NORTHERN SODA AND WINTER CARNIVAL COLLABORATE
TO CREATE LIMITED-EDITION SODA TOASTING THE FESTIVAL’S 135TH ANNIVERSARY
Once again, two local organizations are coming together to support each other: Northern Soda
Company and the Saint Paul Winter Carnival. For the second year in a row, Northern Soda has
created a limited-edition themed soda for “The Coolest Celebration on Earth™” – announcing
Saint Paul Winter Carnival Minnesota Birch Beer!
“Our connection with the team at the Saint Paul Winter Carnival is special for us at Northern
Soda,” says Davod Zarghami, co-owner of Northern Soda. “The pandemic served as a strong
reminder of the importance of relationships. We couldn't be more thankful for this partnership.”
“This collaboration shows what can happen when small businesses and local organizations
come together and support each other,” says Deb Schaber, president and CEO of the Saint
Paul Festival & Heritage Foundation. “In addition to the synergy between Northern Soda and the
Winter Carnival, so many Saint Paul grocers and other retailers will be carrying Minnesota Birch
Beer and spreading the word that it’s Winter Carnival time!”
What is Birch Beer? The new soda pop was hand-crafted using cane sugar, a hint of spice, and
natural cherry to create a super smooth winter treat. According to Zarghami: “We went with a
pre-1900’s recipe that mixes real birch bark oil and just the right amount of sugar. The flavor
originated in the Northeastern region of the U.S. and Northern Soda perfected it here in
Minnesota.”
A four-pack of Northern Soda’s Winter Carnival Minnesota Birch Beer is $8 each. Orders must
be placed in advance. To purchase online, visit northernsoda.com. Northern Soda’s Winter
Carnival Birch Beer Soda will be for sale at select local retail locations. For the most current list
of locations, visit Northern Soda’s social channels.
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Saint Paul Festival & Heritage Foundation
Proud Producer of the Saint Paul Winter Carnival and Cinco de Mayo West Side Saint Paul
wintercarnival.com
429 Landmark Center, 75 W Fifth Street, Saint Paul, MN 55102
info@spfhf.org, 651-223-4700
Deb Schaber, President/CEO
dschaber@spfhf.org, 651-223-7401
Amy Mauzy, Chair Board of Directors
Greg Kuntz, Vice Chair Board of Directors
Molly Mulvehill Steinke, Publicist with Nemer Fieger
molly@nemerfieger.com, 612-309-1677
Saint Paul Winter Carnival Mission Statement
To foster a sense of community pride, belonging and connectedness by celebrating
Saint Paul’s unique history and emerging heritage through fun and educational experiences.
The Saint Paul Festival & Heritage Foundation is a non-profit membership organization that produces
Minnesota’s Iciest and Spiciest festivals: The Saint Paul Winter Carnival and Cinco de Mayo West
Side Saint Paul.
The Saint Paul Winter Carnival was started in 1886 and is the oldest winter festival in the United
States. It relies on sponsors, fundraisers, donations, charitable gaming and foundation members to
support its year-round activities. The Saint Paul Winter Carnival attracts more than 250,000 visitors a
year and has an approximate $2 – $3 million economic impact to the City of Saint Paul and the State
of Minnesota. To learn more please visit wintercarnival.com.
As a member of the Saint Paul Festival & Heritage Foundation, you’ll support Saint Paul Winter Carnival
and be granted insider access to festival events. Membership dollars and financial support are dedicated
to the foundation’s general operating fund. Corporate, family and individual memberships support yearround administration and management necessary to ensure the continued growth and success of the
Saint Paul Winter Carnival. To become a member of the Saint Paul Festival & Heritage Foundation, call
651-223-7400 or visit wintercarnival.com.
The Saint Paul Winter Carnival is a founding member of The Great Northern. The Great Northern
celebrates winter in Minneapolis and Saint Paul by promoting a positive mindset and healthy, active,
outdoor lifestyle. It brings together legacy festivals and original programming, all highlighting Minnesota at
its wintry best.
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